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New York Theatre Diary 


Anniversary Waltz- Broadhurst 4/7/54. Joseph Hyman & Bernard Hart present a new 
comedy by Jerome Chodorov & Joseph Fields about the problems of a Coupje on their 


15th wedding aniversary. Cast features Kitty Carlisle and Macdonald Carey, directed 
by Moss Hart,..By the Beautiful Sea- Majestic 4/8/54. Robert Fryer & Lawrence Carr 
present a new starring Shirley Booth as .»'deville entertainer who 
runs a Coney Island boarding house. Herbert and Dorothy i. .0* did the book, Miss 
Fields the lyrics and Arthur Schwartz the score. Wilbur Evans, Cameron Prud'home 

and Mae Barnes are featured...The Magic and the Lozs- Booth 4/9/54. Alexander Cohen 
and Ralph Alswang present a nae pine Michael Gordon directed cast 
headed by Uta Hagen, Robert Preston and Lee Bewust....Rope-Gellendre Studios 4/13/54. 
Williem Gass presents revival of English mystery w.i.. Jan Merlin,Dawid Waldor. 


Current New York Theatre Reviews 


King of Hearte- Lyceum 4/1/54. 1 rave, a flock of mild pros, and 2 equally mild 
cons make up the critical file of the NYC dailies on the new comedy by Jean Kerr and 
Eleanor Brooke, presented by Elaine Perry and directed by Kerr, Herald Tribune, Most 
found dialogue sprightly and funny. While almost all cheered mmio acting of Donald 
Cook, Jackie Cooper and Cloris Leachman, Differences of opinion developed on charact- 
ers,plot and end results, Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, enjoyed every moment of it. 
Mild verdicts were filed in favor of the proseedings by Atkinson,Times, Chapmm, 
= News, McClain, Journal American. Times aisle-sitter noted there were some charming 
4 scenes,and a lot of hilarious dialogue. But he felt authors had to huff and puff 
os with their story, News critic enjoyed proceedings,but feared the sanedy was not ex- 
2 actly convincinge McClain,sumed up his reaction as viewing a series of deliriously 
a comic lines and 3 supe rb performances suspended in a vacuum, Hobe, Variety critic 
- who filed the Herald Tribune notice, joined the majority of mild pro votes, Probably 
nobody will like it,he quipped,but audiences, None of the daily orities had anything 
but praise for Kerr's direction, Con notices filed by Watts,Post, and Coleman, Mirror, 
voiced disappointment, Former blamed fact that nmerrative didn't equal the comic dia- 


logue, while latter billed it as a casu of almost,but not quite. Though Winchell add- 
ed "You've gotta buy it} It's a laff riot" to Coleman's notice, 


Drama Critics at the Circus 


1954 Ringling Bros, Barnum & Bailey Cirous was rated a masterpiece by Coleman, 
Mirror. It has everything the most demanding circus fan can desire,he reports, 
Cooke,Wall St Journal,found the event more stupendous than ever before, Who wants 


ariticism of a circus,asks Chapman,News? How can a critio criticize 3 rings full of 
elephants, etc? 


Gut of Town Tryouts 


Pajama Tops, an adaption of a French farce by Jean de Letraz by Mawby Green and 
Ba Fellbert, is Strictly for the sticks,pans Burm, Variety-Baltimore,after seeing the 


Dow Swann, JF, prudsotion at. Hilltop-Parkway Theatre with Magda Gabor, 


j 
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Off Broadway + ' 


Starting this week 15 . Off Broad- 
‘way theatres, each seating less than 500, 
have been assigned a BY City Fireman.This 
safety service will be provided free, 


Though neither Circle or Club Theat~ 
res have announced their new homes, two 
new arena type theatres have been announ- 
ced, Anthony Parella will present Indoor 
Sport with Lionel Stander at an arena 
theatre on site of Old Diamond Horseshoe 
at Hotel Paramount starting April 28, 
Liquor will be on sale during intermission 
and customers will be invited to dance 
after the performance to a live orchestra. 
Also the "Iwo by Four Playhouse" has been 
announced for the old Royal cafe at 2nd 
Ave and 4th St. First production will be 


Building Blocks due to open April 25. 


A Survey is being conducted by Equity 
Library Theatre emong 1300 professionals 
to determine the future course of the pro- 
jecteeeOriginals Only has switched back to 
performances of One Foot to Sea, Saturday 
midnight performances included...Whitney 
Foundation has awarded a grant to under- 
write the production of Jean Giraudoux' 
Electra at the Henry St. Playhouse start- 
ing April 19. 


Actors and Writers Workshop will open 
Nat Harris' The Waltz at St. Clements 
Church Theatre, 420 W 46, April 21..Max- 
well Clanville and Ruth Jett will launch 
Skyline Theatre at the Hotel Theresa, Har- 
lem, Mey 4 with The Jackal, by Sallie How 
ard and Evelyn Cornellessmark Ramsey has 
been signed as director of Rope, due at 
Gellendre Studios,starting April l3eee 
Stage Managers Club showcase ert ertainment 


Talent' 54 will be presented April 12 
‘at 12 50 Pi to an invited audiénce at the 
Hellinger} 


Equity Library production of The Mas- 
ker Builder panned by Greenberg,Show Bus i- 
ness,for being poorly acted and directeds 
Director Terese Hayden and actor Si Oakl+ 
and have tried to inflate the master build 
er to heroic proportions, 


The Sea-Gull will tbe the fourth and 


final production tf season at Phoenix open 


ing May 11. Montgomery Clift and Judith 
Evelyn are featured, 


' Theatre Book Comments ' 


"The Burning Glass", Charles Mor- 
gans Grena published by St. Martin's 
Press, presents itself in print as 
@ good play, comments Eaton, Herald 
Tribune. A frivolous theatre audience 
may find it too serious to be entertain 
ing, but that does not necessarily re- 
flect on the plays 


“George Bernard Shaw's Will" is 
the first publication of Flint Mich- 
igan's Apple Tree Press and provides 
interesting reading, comments Gelatt, 
Saturday Review, 


* Theatre TV Comments ' 


Diverse views recorded on the 
“Rodgers and Hammerstein” General Foods 
TV show. Gross,News, and Tuck,Post, 
found it just about perfect. Former ° 
noted that for unadultered enjoyment, 
fect Lacing, glamor and talent, the 
ehux topped them all, 


But Gould,Times, and Crosby, Her-~ 
ald Tribune, were disappointed. Times 
TV editor thought show was keyed thro- 
ughout in a slow and subdued moode 
While Herald Tribune reviewer blamed 
non-musical segments for interrupting. 
Variety mugg noted that show lacked the 
magic and spark of the Martin-Mermn 
showe 


"cp" Gift Coupon 


CRITICAL DIGEST-weekly digests NYC 

shows ,news, reviews, comments.’ Tickets, 
éritics reports. Drama books, reoords 
Theatre on TV. SPECIAL SUMMER FEATURKS, 
Perfect gift for "stage-struck" 52 weeks 
a yeats $10 year. $12.50 foreign, 

Me Later __ Check Attached 
Send 
Subs. 


"ane W5C(NYC) Ben Graver at 7 30 AM 
cay after opening for "CD" quotes review. 
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‘Green Roum Department ' 


STUDENT MATINEE NEED...Many letters from parents asking why the 15¢ student matinees 
cannot again be scheduled by the League of NY Theatres and Actors Equity have 
been received by Colemen,Mirror, Critic has forwarded many such notes ti several 
intelligent and successful preducers. But all he has received are polite and 
regretful answers. 


COLIMN TIPS...The son of a great playwright is a drug addict and derelict in Green- 
wich Village, reveals Kilgallen...Margaret Trunan will tour in summer stock, 
netes Gerdner.seAudrey Hepburn collapsed several times this week, whispers Wil- 
Son..eWall St rumor is that Josh Logan and Leland Hayward have split,hears 
Winchell 


OFF BROADWAY DANGER,..The grave danger of the off Broadway organizations is that 
the plays suitable for them often have a different look when they succumb to 
the temptation of Broadway, warns Watts,Post. Uptown both the admission scale 
and the public make things considerably different, Broadway demands a certain 
shrewd shownanship that is sometimes missing in the loss commercialized theatres. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...At a quick,offhand guess, Sylvester,News, would be hard put to 
name a prettier actress than Phyllis Hill, Fifth Seasone..Diana Lynn in the 
west coast company of Sabrina Fair represents fine casting,applauds Morehouse, 
World Telegram-Sun...Theatre Arts survey on theatre economics is a thorough 
and shocking report, okays Chapman, News. 


THEATRE MATLBAGS,..Drama criticism that deals regularly with drama « alone is 
trivial, answers Clurman,Nation to letter writer who believes the oritic 
in writing of Caine Mutiny should skip the social elements. of Equity’ s 
6300 members were working in July 1950, Alan Hewitt in a letter to Times Drama 
Mailbag points out. This is to correct recent article which claimed only 10% 
can count on work in any one season, 


SEASON'S S(MMARY..eBy comparison to the past three or four seasons, the current year 
has been most rewarding, concludes Dash, Women's Wear. Smong the plays favored 
by both the reviewers and the public there is a salutary diversity and sufficient 
wariety of fare to gratify the most fastidious theatrical gourmet. 


TV SCARE..eTelevision can do for the theatre what film trailers do for the movies, 
in giving the public a preview of forthcoming premieres,states Johns, Theatre 
World, British editor is convinced that as long as the theatre continues to 
give value for money, it will continue to flourish. There are times, he reminds, 
when it becomes essential to escape from the four walls of one's home, 


' Pres & Cons by HK ' 


King of Hearts is exactly what it sets Though NYC Firemen will be assigned 
cut To merely brightly polished to 15 Off Broadway houses currently open, 
comic strip. Plenty of smart invective, drama critics have been assigned by edit- 
slim characters and a sliver of plot, It ors and/or themselves to cover only 8e.e0 
is the sparkling comic acting of Jaakie The 50% cut in federal taxes for theatre 
Cooper and two half-pint actors, Rex Thome tickets should encourage attendance, But 
pson and Darryl Richard, that save the & increase in ingenuity in bringing 
prodution, Without them the show, like shows to Broadway oheaper, would increase 


its leading character, would be a bore, it even more, 


Theatre ticket prices were cut last week. The new Federal tax of 10% on theatre 
admissions replaced the 20% Federal tax. All NYC theatre and roadshows passed the tax 
on to the public, Advance tickets upon which the 20% tax had been paid entitled 
their buyers to a 10% refund. Signs posted in the lobbies of NYC theatres announced 
that refunds must be applied for before entering the theatre. Patrons were urged to 
apply for their refunds earlier inthe day. Typical price changes are: $7.20 tickets 
now $6.60. $7.80 tickets now $7.15, $4.80 tickets now $4.40, $2.40 tickets now $2.20 


Plays 


Shows that olosed indude Me and Juliet, Prescott Proposals,.eNY Drama Critics 
Circle meets April 13 at Algonquin to pick the best .merican play of year,the best for- 
eign play and the best musicaleeeThe Fifth Season its 500th performancése. 
Stratford-on-Avon Shakespeare Theatre's visit ‘ostponed to winter 1955-56... 
Victoria Hotel has offered free use of its Cand eiigiit Room for theatre auditionses. 

By The Beautiful Sea has set up a special department to handle blocks of tickets for 

or ganizations,etoessJones Beach Arabian Nighi:s will feature the Ballet Theatre, 


People 


_ Estimated NYC attendmce at 34 shows, on ami off Broadway, by "CD" is 185,000 
for current weekeeeCarol Channing replaces Rosalind Russell in Wonderful Townes. 
Joan Fontaine will succeed Deborah Kerr in Tea and Sympathy June Teeeharry Belafonte 
is temporarily out of Almanac due to laryngitis. eMaxwell Anderson will receive the 
gold medal for drama fram National Institute of Arts and Letters May 26,..Rodgers 
and Hammerstein have set up a scholarship at Juilliard School of Music in honor of 


song publisher Max Dieyfubi,.Arthur Miller refused a passport to see his All My Sons 
performed in Brusselss 


Award Department 


Ameridan Theatre Wing "Toriy" awards were presented at Hotel Plaza to Ondine, 
Teahouse of Audrey Hepbuin; Alfred Lunt, Richard Whorf and Peter Larkin i 
so John Patrick,David Wayne, Alfred Drake, Dolores Gray, Michael Kidd, Jo Van Flebt, 
and John Davis) The 


awards werd selected by the Board of the Theatre Wing. "Most dis- 
tinguished", not bests, were chosen, 


Other Broadwayd 


Wonderful Town will be sedn at Daliks State Fair Aug 23-Sept 3.4eLondon produdt- 
don of Pal Toy praised by crities whb liked Carol 3rucé and Harold Lang, but found 
musical raw and tough..tLotlisville Shdw Train bein; organized by Courier-Journal 
eritic Boyd Martin which will head for NYC May 17, 
CRITICAL DIGEST 
505 Fifth Ave,NYC 
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